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As people move through
directive. No one likes to think about death or
different stages of life, there are catastrophic injury, but these documents can
new financial opportunities — and help your loved ones immensely if something
potential pitfalls — around every unexpected should happen to you.
corner. Have you made any of
Your 30s
these mistakes?
1. Being house poor. Whether you're buying
Your 50s and 60s
your first home or trading up, think twice about
1. Raiding your home equity or retirement
buying a house you can't afford, even if the
funds. It goes without saying that doing so will
bank says you can. Build in some wiggle room
prolong your debt and/or reduce your nest egg. for a possible dip in household income that
could result from leaving the workforce to raise
2. Not quantifying your expected retirement
a family or a job change or layoff.
income. As you near retirement, you should
know how much money you (and your spouse,
if applicable) can expect from three sources:
• Your retirement accounts such as 401(k)
plans, 403(b) plans, and IRAs
• Pension income from your employer, if any
• Social Security (at age 62, at your full
retirement age, and at age 70)

2. Not saving for retirement. Maybe your 20s
passed you by in a bit of a blur and retirement
wasn't even on your radar. But now that you're
in your 30s, it's essential to start saving for
retirement. Start now, and you still have 30
years or more to save. Wait much longer, and it
can be very hard to catch up.

3. Not protecting yourself with life and disability
insurance. Life is unpredictable. Consider what
would happen if one day you were unable to
work and earn a paycheck. Life and disability
insurance can help protect you and your family.
4. Living an unhealthy lifestyle. Take steps now Though the cost and availability of life
to improve your diet and fitness level. Not only insurance will depend on several factors
including your health, generally the younger
will you feel better today, but you may reduce
you are when you buy life insurance, the lower
your health-care costs in the future.
your premiums will be.
3. Co-signing loans for adult children.
Co-signing means you're 100% on the hook if
your child can't pay, a less-than-ideal situation
as you're getting ready to retire.

Your 40s

1. Trying to keep up with the Joneses.
Appearances can be deceptive. The nice
lifestyle your friends, neighbors, or colleagues
enjoy might look nice on the outside, but behind
the scenes there may be a lot of debt
supporting that lifestyle. Don't spend money
you don't have trying to keep up with others.
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Your 20s
1. Living beyond your means. It's tempting to
splurge on gadgets, entertainment, and travel,
but if you can't pay for most of your wants up
front, then you need to rein in your lifestyle,
especially if you have student loans to repay.

2. Not paying yourself first. Save a portion of
2. Funding college over retirement. In your 40s, every paycheck first and then spend what's left
over, not the other way around. And why not
saving for your children's college costs at the
start saving for retirement, too? Earmark a
expense of your own retirement may be a
portion of your annual pay now for retirement
mistake. If you have limited funds, consider
and your 67-year-old self will thank you.
setting aside a portion for college while
earmarking the majority for retirement. Then sit 3. Being financially illiterate. Learn as much as
down with your teenager and have a frank
you can about saving, budgeting, and investing
discussion about college options that won't
now and you could benefit from it for the rest of
break the bank — for either of you.
your life.
3. Not having a will or an advance medical
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The Financial Implications of a Chronic Illness
When you live with a chronic illness, you need
to confront both the day-to-day and long-term
financial implications of that illness. Talking
openly about your health can be hard, but
sharing your questions and challenges with
those who can help you is extremely important,
because recommendations can be better
tailored to your needs. Every person with a
chronic illness has unique issues, but here's a
look at some topics you might need help with.

Money management
There's no such thing as a
one-size-fits-all financial
plan for someone with a
chronic illness. Every
condition is different, so
your plan must be tailored
to your needs and
challenges, and reviewed
periodically.
All investing involves risk,
including the possible loss
of principal, and there is no
guarantee that any
investment strategy will be
successful.
The cost and availability of
life insurance depend on
factors such as age, health,
and the type and amount of
insurance purchased.

A budget is a useful tool for anyone, but it's
especially valuable when you have a chronic
illness, because it will serve as a foundation
when planning for the future. Both your income
and expenses may change if you're unable to
work or your medical costs rise, and you may
need to account for unique expenses related to
your condition. Clearly seeing your overall
financial picture can help you feel more in
control.
Keeping good records is also important. For
example, you may want to set up a system to
help you track medical expenses and insurance
claims. You may also want to prepare a list of
instructions for others, such as a trusted friend
or relative, that includes where to find important
household and financial information in an
emergency.
Another step you might want to take is
simplifying your finances. For example, if you
have numerous financial accounts, you could
consolidate them to make it easier and quicker
for you or a trusted advisor to manage. Setting
up automatic bill payments or online banking
can also help you keep your budget on track
and ensure that you pay all bills on time.

Insurance
Reviewing your insurance coverage is
essential. Read your health insurance policy
and make sure you understand your
copayments, deductibles, and the nuts and
bolts of your coverage. In addition, find out if
you have any disability coverage, and what
terms and conditions apply.
You might assume that you can't purchase
additional life insurance, but this isn't
necessarily the case. It may depend on your
condition or the type of life insurance you're
seeking. Some policies will not require a
medical exam or will offer guaranteed
coverage. If you already have life insurance,
find out if your policy includes accelerated
(living) benefits. You'll also want to review
beneficiary designations. If you're married,
make sure that your spouse has adequate
insurance coverage, too.

Investing
Having a chronic illness can affect your
investment strategy. Your income, cash-flow
requirements, and tolerance for risk may
change, and your investment plan may need to
be adjusted to account for both your short-term
and long-term needs. You may need to keep
more funds in a liquid account now (for
example, to help meet day-to-day living
expenses or use for home modifications, if
necessary), and you'll want to thoroughly
evaluate your long-term needs before making
investment decisions. The course of your
illness may be unpredictable, so your
investment plan should remain flexible and be
reviewed periodically.

Estate planning
You might think of estate planning only as
something you do to get your affairs in order in
the event of death, but estate planning tools
can also help you manage your finances right
now.
For example, a durable power of attorney can
help protect your property in the event you
become unable to handle financial matters. A
durable power of attorney allows you to
authorize someone else to act on your behalf,
so he or she can do things like pay everyday
expenses, collect benefits, watch over your
investments, and file taxes.
A living trust (also known as a revocable or
inter vivos trust) is a separate legal entity you
create to own property, such as your home or
investments. The trust is called a living trust
because it's meant to function while you're
alive. You control the property in the trust and,
whenever you wish, can change the trust terms,
transfer property in and out of the trust, or end
the trust altogether. You name a co-trustee
such as a financial institution or a loved one
who can manage the assets if you're unable to
do so. There are costs and ongoing expenses
associated with the creation and maintenance
of trusts.
You may want to have advance medical
directives in place to let others know what
medical treatment you would want, or that allow
someone to make medical decisions for you, in
the event you can't express your wishes
yourself. Depending on what's allowed by your
state, these directives may include a living will,
a durable power of attorney for health care, and
a Do Not Resuscitate order.

Review your plan regularly
As your health changes, your needs will change
too. Make sure to regularly review and update
your financial plan.
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On the Road to Retirement, Beware of These Five Risks
On your journey to retirement, you'll likely face
many risks that have the potential to throw you
off course. Following are five common
challenges retirement investors face. Take
some time now to review and understand them
before your journey takes an unplanned detour.

1. Traveling aimlessly

No investment strategy can
guarantee success. All
investing involves risk,
including the possible loss
of your contribution dollars.
There is no assurance that
working with a financial
professional will result in
investment success.

based on a number of factors. Appropriate
investments for your retirement savings mix are
those that take into consideration your total
savings goal, your time horizon (or how much
time you have until retirement), and your ability
to withstand changes in your account's value.
Would you be able to sleep at night if your
portfolio lost 10%, 15%, even 20% of its overall
value over a short time period? These are the
types of scenarios you must consider when
choosing an investment mix.

Setting out on an adventure without a definitive
destination can be exciting, but probably not
when it comes to saving for retirement. As you
begin your retirement strategy, one of the first
4. Giving in to temptation
steps you'll need to take is identifying a goal.
While some people prefer to establish one big
On the road to retirement, you will likely face
lump-sum accumulation amount — for example, many financial challenges as well — the
$1 million or more — others find that type of
unplanned need for a new car, an unexpected
number daunting. They might focus on how
home repair, an unforeseen medical expense
much their savings will need to generate each
are just some examples.
month during retirement — say, the equivalent of During these trying times, your retirement
$5,000 in today's dollars, for example. ("In
savings may loom as a potential source of
today's dollars" refers to the fact that inflation
emergency funding. But think twice before
will likely increase your future income needs.
tapping your retirement savings assets,
These examples are for illustrative purposes
particularly if your money is in an
only. They are not meant as investment
employer-sponsored retirement plan or an IRA.
advice.)
Consider that:
Regardless of the approach you follow, setting
a goal may help you better focus your
investment strategy. In order to set a realistic
target, you'll need to consider a number of
factors — your desired lifestyle, pre-retirement
income, health, Social Security benefits, any
traditional pension benefits you or your spouse
may be entitled to, and others. Examining your
personal situation both now and in the future
can help you determine how much you may
need to accumulate.

2. Investing too conservatively...
Another key to determining how much you may
need to save on a regular basis is targeting an
appropriate rate of return, or how much your
contribution dollars may earn on an ongoing
basis. Afraid of losing money, some retirement
investors choose only the most conservative
investments, hoping to preserve their
hard-earned assets. However, investing too
conservatively can be risky, too. If your
investment dollars do not earn enough, you
may end up with a far different retirement
lifestyle than you had originally planned.

3. ...Or too aggressively
On the other hand, retirement investors striving
for the highest possible returns might select
investments that are too risky for their overall
situations. Although you might consider
investing at least some of your retirement
portfolio in more aggressive investments to
potentially outpace inflation, the amount you
invest in such higher-risk vehicles should be

• Any dollars you remove from your portfolio
will no longer be working for your future
• You may have to pay regular income taxes
on distribution amounts that represent
tax-deferred investment dollars and earnings
• If you're under age 59½, you may have to pay
an additional penalty tax of 10% to 25%
(depending on the type of plan and other
factors; some exceptions apply)
For these reasons, it's best to carefully consider
all of your options before using money
earmarked for retirement.

5. Prioritizing college saving over
retirement
Many well-meaning parents may feel that
saving for their children's college education
should be a higher priority than saving for their
own retirement. "We can continue working, if
needed," or "our home will fund our retirement,"
they may think. However, these can be very
risky trains of thought. While no parent wants
his or her children to take on a heavy debt
burden to pay for education, loans are a
common and realistic college-funding option —
not so for retirement. If saving for both college
and retirement seems impossible, consider
speaking with a financial professional who can
help you explore the variety of tools and
options.
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What is the difference between a tax deduction and a
tax credit?
Tax deductions and credits are
terms often used together
when talking about taxes.
While you probably know that
they can lower your tax liability, you might
wonder about the difference between the two.
A tax deduction reduces your taxable income,
so when you calculate your tax liability, you're
doing so against a lower amount. Essentially,
your tax obligation is reduced by an amount
equal to your deductions multiplied by your
marginal tax rate. For example, if you're in the
22% tax bracket and have $1,000 in tax
deductions, your tax liability will be reduced by
$220 ($1,000 x 0.22 = $220). The reduction
would be even greater if you are in a higher tax
bracket.
A tax credit, on the other hand, is a
dollar-for-dollar reduction of your tax liability.
Generally, after you've calculated your federal
taxable income and determined how much tax
you owe, you subtract the amount of any tax
credit for which you are eligible from your tax
obligation. For example, a $500 tax credit will
reduce your tax liability by $500, regardless of
your tax bracket.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, signed into law late
last year, made significant changes to the
individual tax landscape, including changes to
several tax deductions and credits.
The legislation roughly doubled existing
standard deduction amounts and repealed the
deduction for personal exemptions. The higher
standard deduction amounts will generally
mean that fewer taxpayers will itemize
deductions going forward.
The law also made changes to a number of
other deductions, such as those for state and
local property taxes, home mortgage interest,
medical expenses, and charitable contributions.
As for tax credits, the law doubled the child tax
credit from $1,000 to $2,000 for each qualifying
child under the age of 17. In addition, it created
a new $500 nonrefundable credit available for
qualifying dependents who are not qualifying
children under age 17. The tax law provisions
expire after 2025.
For more information on the various tax
deductions and credits that are available to you,
visit irs.gov.

What are the gift and estate tax rules after tax reform?
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
signed into law in December
2017, approximately doubled
the federal gift and estate tax
basic exclusion amount to
$11.18 million in 2018 (adjusted for inflation in
later years). After 2025, the exclusion is
scheduled to revert to its pre-2018 level and be
cut approximately in half. Otherwise, federal gift
and estate taxes remain the same.
Gift tax. Gifts you make during your lifetime
may be subject to federal gift tax. Not all gifts
are subject to the tax, however. You can make
annual tax-free gifts of up to $15,000 per
recipient. Married couples can effectively make
annual tax-free gifts of up to $30,000 per
recipient. You can also make unlimited tax-free
gifts for qualifying expenses paid directly to
educational or medical service providers. And
you can make deductible transfers to your
spouse and to charity. There is a basic
exclusion amount that protects a total of up to
$11.18 million (in 2018) from gift tax and estate
tax. Transfers in excess of the basic exclusion
amount are generally taxed at 40%.

Estate tax. Property you own at death is
subject to federal estate tax. As with the gift tax,
you can make deductible transfers to your
spouse and to charity; there is a basic
exclusion amount that protects up to $11.18
million (in 2018) from tax, and a tax rate of 40%
generally applies to transfers in excess of the
basic exclusion amount.
Portability. The estate of a deceased spouse
can elect to transfer any unused applicable
exclusion amount to his or her surviving spouse
(a concept referred to as portability). The
surviving spouse can use the unused exclusion
of the deceased spouse, along with the
surviving spouse's own basic exclusion amount,
for federal gift and estate tax purposes. For
example, if a spouse died in 2011 and the
estate elected to transfer $5 million of the
unused exclusion to the surviving spouse, the
surviving spouse effectively has an applicable
exclusion amount of $16.18 million ($5 million
plus $11.18 million) to shelter transfers from
federal gift or estate tax in 2018.
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